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H /3 The Journey of the Grey—faced Buzzard Across Amami

A heartfelt reflection on how the grey—faced buzzard (¥>-3) connects
skies, people, and cultures through its Jjourney across Amami [sland. The
international Summit on Grey—fFaced Buzzard (Sahiba Summit) in Uken
village gathered government officials and researchers devoted to Sashiba

conservation and exchange.
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Amami Island had long been on my bucket list, and my wish finally come
true, thanks to the Grey—faced Buzzard (%3 /3). I have always believed
in connecting people across cultures, but through this visit, I learned
that even birds like Sashiba connect the sky and people remind us how
deeply all lives are intertwined. Participants from Korea, Taiwan, and
the Philippines also joined, showing how the SashAiba links countries
through its migration.

It was 2025 International conference on the Sashiba in Uken village,
Amami. attended by government officials, researchers from Japan, Korea,
Taiwan and the Philippines dedicated to its study and conservation. Their
shared passion showed how people how the Sashiba has become the bridge
not only between lands, but also among people who care for the same sky.

Amami’ s rich nature, museums and archaeological sites revealed how
people have long lived in harmony with the environment This visit
reaffirmed my belief that while I strive to connect with people, nature
has been doing the same quietly across skies, land and time.

I am deeply grateful to my long—time friend Prof. Ryo Katsura who
connected me to Mr. Yona, a researcher and a splendid photographer who
has loved Sashiba since his school days. I would like to express my
heartfelt thanks to 5444 whose kind invitation made my visit possible.
It was because of him that I had this wondeful opportunity to learn
about Sashiba and experience the warmth of Amami. My sincere thanks also
to Prof. Ryo Katura and to all the amazing people in our group and the
people I met by chance on this memorable journey.

Finally, let’ s stay connected with our broad smiles through people,

nature, and the sky we share.
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